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Dear Colleagues,

We are very pleased to convey to you
the second issue 2001 of our ESP
Newsletter. This issue begins with the
Presidential address of Prof. Manuel
Sobrinho Simoes. 

This is followed by a section enti-
tled “Foreign Pathologists in Norway”.
Then, announcements of forthcoming
seminars and other tutorial activities of
ESP are presented. Furthermore, infor-
mation about the newly formulated
Working Groups are included.

Do not hesitate to provide us with
material on the activities of your de-
partment and even share with us,
through Europath News, your prob-
lems. Last but not least, remember
that we must increase the number of
ESP members. This matter is vital for
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the continuity of our Society. You can
easily use the application form for
membership, which is included in
each issue of the Europath News, and
influence the young staff in your de-
partment to join us.

With warmest thanks and regards,
The Editors

European Society
of

Pathology

Newsletter of the European Society of Pathology

Address by the President of the European Society of Pathology, 
Professor Manuel Sobrinho Simões, Porto, Portugal

Dear Member,

I hope you have already decided to
attend the 18th European Congress
of Pathology which will be held in
Berlin from 8–13 September 2001
(deadline for the reduced registration
fee – 1 June 2001). As you may have
noticed, the scientific programme is
superb, with more than 100 lectures,
symposia, short courses and slide
seminars given by internationally re-
nowned experts. A particular empha-
sis will be put on Poster and Free
Paper Sessions as well as on Ses-
sions focusing on practical aspects of
our day-to-day business. Special ef-
forts have also been made to intensi-
fy ties with the International Acade-
my of Pathology (IAP) and with
other international societies of our
speciality.

In case you are interested in “Mo-
lecular mechanisms in chronic in-
flammatory diseases” please have a
look at the programme of the XIth
EuroCellPath Course and try to come
to Gent from June 13–18 June 2001
(e-mail: Griet.Maes@rug.ac.be).

Prof. Niki J. Agnantis Prof. Sir Colin Berry

Finally, please do not forget you
will be most welcome in one (or
more than one....) of the Working
Groups of the European Society of
Pathology. All of them will be orga-
nizing different types of activities at
the Berlin Congress. Such activities
will serve as a sort of starting point
for the 2002 InterCongress Meeting
of the European Society of Pathology
(e-mail: info@congressiefiere.com).

Summing up, 2001 will be a great
year for European Pathology, provid-
ed that you, dear member, decide to
participate in the ESP activities and
convince the young staff of your de-
partment to do the same.

With best regards

Manuel
Sobrinho Simões



Foreign Pathologists in Norway

By G. Cecilie Alfsen, 
President of The Norwegian Society
of Pathology.

A long fight for more positions and
adequate payment eventually paid
off for pathologists in Norway. From
being a rare species, threatened by
extinction, the number of patholo-
gists has almost doubled in recent
years. How come?

A governmental report from 1994
[1] concluded that there was an im-
mediate need for a high number of
additional positions for both special-
ists and trainees to avoid a break-
down in diagnostic services within
the following 4 years. The health au-
thorities responded adequately to
this report. Since 1994, the number
of positions in pathology has in-
creased by more than 40%. Today, a
total of 60 trainees and approximate-
ly 140 residential positions (academ-
ic positions included) are distributed
among 18 departments in all, includ-
ing six university hospitals.

Medical doctors have been brought
into the new and initially vacant posi-
tions in pathology by different efforts:
A solid increase in payment for train-
ees in 1996 eradicated the problems of

recruiting young doctors overnight. At
some hospitals, the income for train-
ees increased up to levels comparable
to that of specialists. Thanks to a sub-
sequent flight from general medicine,
where serious restrictions in the free-
dom of practice have been introduced
by the government, the influx of train-
ees in pathology has been stable since.
The majority of new trainees have
been women, which now hold 65% of
all trainee positions.

To fill the immediate need for spe-
cialists, the Norwegian health authori-
ties initiated an active recruiting cam-
paign in foreign countries. The legal
requirements for approval of medical
specialities from abroad were simpli-
fied. It became possible for foreign
pathologists to acquire approbation
within pathology only, without the
otherwise exhausting and time-con-
suming demands for practice in gener-
al medicine normally required to prac-
tice any form of medicine in Norway. 

Thanks to these efforts, Norwe-
gian pathology has now become in-
creasingly international. According
to official figures, every fifth medi-
cal doctor working in pathology in
Norway is a foreign citizen. This
adds up to the number of foreign
specialists who have worked in the
country for years, having already
changed their citizenship. The ma-
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jority of newly employed come from
Europe, dominated by Swedes, Ger-
mans, and former Yugoslavians, but
almost all European countries are
represented (see photo).

Although some of the smaller de-
partments still have recruiting prob-
lems, only 4% of residential posi-
tions were vacant at the last survey. 

However, with a population of no
more than 4.5 million people, the
need for medical specialists has its
limits. With 1 doctor per 300 citi-
zens, Norway is now the Scandina-
vian country most densely populated
by medical doctors. As the number of
medical students in Norway has dou-
bled in recent years, experts fear fu-
ture unemployment for doctors. The
most recent prognosis predicts an ex-
cess of medical doctors in Norway
within a few years, with an estimate
of more than 1000 unemployed col-
leagues in 2005 [2].

In spite of all efforts, the specialty
of pathology has in general been disre-
garded in Norway. Recent changes in
the curriculum, with the introduction
of what is known as “problem-based
training” of medical students, have
eradicated the systematic teaching in
basic subjects such as pathology. The
next generation of Norwegian trainees
will therefore probably represent a
considerable educational effort of all

In the Norwegian city of Lillehammer,
chief pathologist Kvelstad has built up an
international staff of Europeans: (from the
left) Eldbjörg Sandstad (Norway), Dejan
Momcilovic (Yugoslavia), Helmuth Luck
(Austria), Robert Vink (The Netherlands),
Ingjerd Lien Kvelstad (Norway, Head of
Department).



departments engaged in medical spe-
cialization. With the positive experi-
ence with foreign colleagues at Nor-
wegian pathology departments in
mind, it may be tempting to maintain
the practice of looking for better-edu-
cated trainees abroad in the future.

It is no doubt that Norway will re-
main dependent on foreign patholo-
gists in the new century. The chal-
lenge in this dark country with frag-
ile academic traditions is to be able
to offer conditions which encourage
our foreign colleagues to stay!
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Ioannina University Courses in Pathology (IUCP)

Part one: Oesophagus-Stomach Pathology-Oncology,
15–17 (half day) May 2001

Part two: Duodenum-Biliary tract-Pancreas Pathology
Oncology, 17 (half day) – 19 May, 2001

(Draft of the Preliminary Program)

Director-Coordinator: Prof. Niki J. Agnantis

Registration fees for each part:
EUROS 400 (200 for residents)
Accommodation and full board are included
Account number in EUROS: 359/61930-96
National Bank of Greece, Ioannina, Greece

Correspondence:
Prof. Niki J. Agnantis, M.D., 
Institute of Pathology, University of Ioannina,
Medical School, University Campus, 45110 Ioannina,
Greece
Tel: +30651-97795, Fax: +30651-97858
e-mail: nagnanti@cc.uoi.gr

Part one: Oesophagus – Stomach Pathology-Oncology

Faculty Topics
Alamanos J.(Gr) Epidemiology
Bai M. (Gr) Gastric Lymphomas
Bamias A. (Gr) Therapeutic Approach
Davaris P. (Gr) S.S.
Fatouros M. (Gr) Gastric Surgery
Feakins R. (UK) Gastric Carcinoma Prognostic Markers; Gastric Stromal Tumors
Giatromanolaki A.(Gr) Prognostic and Predictive Factors in Oesophageal Cancer
Kalekou-Greka H. (Gr) Highlights in Gastric Inflammation: Gastritis Types and Their Significance 
Kanavaros P. (Gr) Oesophagus and Stomach: Histology and Function
Nastos D. (Gr) Oesophageal Surgery
Petraki K. (Gr) S.S.
Sivridis E. (Gr) Highlights in Oesophageal Cancer
Tsamboulas C. (Gr) Imaging Techniques
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XIth EuroCellPath Course, Gent, Belgium, 13–18 June 2001

On behalf of the Scientific Commit-
tee, it is my pleasure to announce
that the XIth EuroCellPath Course
will take place in Gent, Belgium,
13–18 June 2001.

The scientific programme of the
meeting includes several important
topics, such as homing of lympho-
cytes, biology of repair, regeneration
and ulceration, general mechanisms
in inflammatory processes, T cells
and inflammation, inflammation in
infectious diseases, stromal changes
in inflammation, molecular changes
in chronic diseases, molecular mech-
anisms in pathological situations,
and molecular treatment. Oral pre-
sentations will include plenary lec-
tures by invited speakers and talks
selected from abstracts. Prominent
scientists have already agreed to par-
ticipate in the upcoming meeting.
Gent, the ‘historic heart of Flanders’,
is an ideal location for this Course.

May I extend a cordial invitation
to all interested scientists, and espe-
cially to young researchers, to attend
and actively participate in the meet-
ing. I’m looking forward to wel-
comeíng you in Gent.

Yours sincerely,

Claude Cuvelier, 
Organizing Committee

General information

Location

The Course will take place at ‘Het
Pand’ (Gent, Belgium), a historical
building built in 1201. Through his-
tory, this beautiful place has been a
hospital and an abbey, and even
functioned as a barracks. In 1963,
the University of Gent purchased the
building and since 1991, has been
being used as a University Congress
Centre. 

Registration

Registration includes receptions,
coffee breaks, lunches, dinners, and
visits to the museums as mentioned
in the programme.

Registration fees are e 250.00
before 1 May and e 280.00 thereaf-
ter.

Please use the registration form.

Cancellation of registration

For written notice of cancellation re-
ceived before 1 June, the registration
fee minus the administration costs 
(e 60.00) will be refunded. After 
this date, no refunds are possible.

Hotels

For hotel registration, please use the
hotel registration form. Attention:
registration forms should be returned
before 13 April.

Posters

The deadline for submission of ab-
stracts for oral or poster presenta-
tions is 1 May. The official language
for this congress will be English.
Posters should be a maximum of 
2 m×1 min size. Abstracts should not
exceed an A4 page and should be
sent electronically (by e-mail or on
disk) to the organizing secretariat.

Organizing Secretariat

Griet Maes
Department of Pathology
De Pintelaan 185
9000 Gent, Belgium
Tel. +32 9 240 36 77
Fax. +32 9 240 49 65
e-mail: Griet.Maes@rug.ac.be

Part two: Duodenum-billiary tract-pancreas pathology-oncology

Faculty Topics
Alamanos J. (Gr) Epidemiology
Bamias A. (Gr) Therapeutic Approach
Efremidis St (Gr) Imaging Techniques
Kanavaros P. (GR) Duodenum-Billiary Tract-Pancreas: Histology and Function.
Karayannopoulou G. (GR) S.S.
Kloppel G. (D) Exocrine Pancreas: Introduction, Common Tumors, Uncommon Tumors, Differential Diagnosis
Luttges J. (D) Tumors of the Gallbladder, Billiary Tract, Including the Vater Ampula. Differential Diagnosis.
Papotti M. (I) Endocrine Pancreas : Highlights on the WHO (2000) Classification, Hormonal Characterization,

Differential Diagnosis

For further information please contact our home page http://medlab.cs.uoi.gr/iucp
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Welcome to the NEW BERLIN 

Currently the changes taking place in
society and in our lives are more
than rapid and fundamental, and this
is true for communication, economy,
science and health care as well. If 15
years ago someone would have pre-
dicted that

● The human genome is completely
disclosed by the year 2000,

● A normal personal computer is
ten times more powerful than the
main computers of the NASA
were in 1985

● That millions and millions of
“normal” persons communicate
around the world by a simple
system, called the Internet

● A pathologist in Berlin can direct-
ly drive a robotic microscope in
Shanghai and Cape Town

● That almost every micro-organ-
ism can be detected in normally
processed tissue specimen by a
simple method called PCR

I presume this person would have
been called an utopist by a friend
and an idiot by a someone who was
not a friend. Nonetheless, all these
points have become reality much
faster than anybody would have ex-
pected.

We, the family of pathologists,
are members of this changing world
and we have to realize that pathology
will also undergo considerable turn-
arounds in the forthcoming decade.
Molecular pathology, telepathology
and chip pathology are only some
examples of topics which will influ-
ence our diagnostic work. The struc-
ture of information to be delivered,
e.g. to predict the biology of a tu-
mour or to detect and characterize
the virus of an infectious disease, as
well as our way to communicate
with our clinical partners will have
to be adopted to meet the increasing
demands of physicians and patients
alike. Furthermore, the structure of
the health care systems will undergo
dramatic transformation and influ-
ence our speciality as well. 

One old and always new point is
that pathology will only keep its out-
standing position in clinical diagnos-
tic work if the quality of the diagnos-

tic work is as high as possible. To
ensure that every pathologist has ac-
cess to the most recent progress and
most current information, there will
be four keynote lectures and more
than 100 symposia, short courses and
slide seminars given by internation-
ally recognized experts from all over
Europe, the US, Canada, Japan and
elsewhere. They will present new
scientific results as well as practical
aspects of our day-to-day business.
Special effort will be made to inten-
sify ties with the International Acad-
emy of Pathology (IAP), which will
be present at three joint IAP–ESP
sessions. The same is true for the In-
ternational Society of Gynecological
Pathology (ISGP), which also will
conduct three joint symposia togeth-
er with the ESP Working Group on
Gynecological Pathology. Further-
more, the International Union
Against Cancer (UICC) will orga-
nize a special meeting on the devel-
opments of the TNM system, includ-
ing the recently published topics on
prognostic factors and uniform tu-
mour terminology.
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All this will happen in the old and
new capital of Germany, Berlin. This
rapidly changing city may be the
ideal place to bring European Pathol-
ogy a step further into the new mil-
lennium. History and innovation are
also mirrored in Berlin’s pathology
tradition. Here Rudolf Virchow pre-
sented his revolutionary “Cellular-
pathologie” (1856) to the scientific
world, followed by his fundamental
work on “Tumorpathologie” (1864).
Let us see if we can recapture some-
thing of this spirit so as to be pre-
pared for the challenges and to pro-
vide visionary solutions at an inter-
national level. 

You are cordially invited by the
ESP, which is supported by the Ger-
man and the Berlin Societies.

Looking forward to seeing you in
September 2001. 

Manuel Sobrinho-Simões, 
ESP President

Manfred Dietel, Steffen Hauptmann,
Local Organizers

Deadlines

Submission of abstracts: 15 February 2001 

Registration Fees

Payment Before After After
1 June 2001 1 June 2001 15 August 2001

ESP members DM 700 DM 800 DM 1000
Non-members DM 850 DM 950 DM 1200
Residents in pathology DM 450 DM 550 DM 700
Students DM 350 DM 450 DM 600

Organization:

CTW
Congress Organization Thomas Wiese GmbH

Goßlerstr. 30
12161 Berlin, Germany

Tel.: +49 30 85-99-62-0, Fax +49 30 85-07-98-26
e-mail: thomas.wiese@ctw-congress.de, www.ctw-congress.de/pathology



Postgraduate Course for General
Pathologists: Hot Topics 
in Pathology, 
11–13 October 2001, Tychero
Alexandroupolis, Greece

Second Announcement

Topics:
Neuropathology and urologic 
pathology

Preliminary list of Faculty:
N. J. Agnantis (Gr), J. Holton (UK),
A.Giatromanolaki (Gr), 
S.Baithun (UK), E.Sivridis (Gr)

Directors and Coordinators:
Assoc. Prof. E. Sivridis (Gr) and
Prof. N.J.Agnantis (Gr)

Registration fees

Accomodation and full board:
USD 200

Account number in USD:
504/606134350011
or in GRD: 504/42906735

Commercial Bank of Greece:
Alexandroupolis, GR

Correspondence:
Assoc. Prof. E. Sivridis, MD, Ph.D.,
Director of the Department 
of Pathology, 
Democritus University of Thrace,
Medical School, P.O. BOX 128, 
Alexandroupolis, 68100 Greece 
(Tel. and Fax: +30-551-37833, 
e-mail:esivrid@med.duth.gr)

For further information please 
contact our home page:
http://medlab.cs.uoi.gr/iucp
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Working Group of Head And Neck Pathology
by Antonio Cardesa

New address:
Prof. Henrik B. Hellquist,Chairman,
Department of Laboratory Medicine
and Pathology, 
Hamad Hospital, P.O. Box 3050,
Doha, Qatar

E.C.E.P
The European Club of Endocrine Pathology

The European Club of Endocrine Patholgoy
Via Santena 7, Torino 10126, Italy

Tel.: +39-11-6706505
Fax: +39-11-6635267

e-mail: fassina@uxl.unipd.it

All infomation, graphics and materials
contained in this site are © 1997 by

European Club of Endocrine Pathology
Prof. Ambrogio Fassina

© All right reserved

New Intercongress ESP Meeting. Lago Maggiore (Northern Italy),
19–21 May 2002

The ESP is organizing a meeting in
May 2002 in Baveno, Italy (between
the Berlin 2001 and the Ljubliana
2003 ESP Congresses). The meeting
will focus on organ-oriented patholo-
gy. The activities of ESP working
groups on cytopathology, endocrine
pathology, gastrointestinal patholo-
gy, gynaecopathology, uropathology,

Working Group on Endocrine Pathology
by Gianni Bussolati

Address for information:
Prof. Antonio Cardesa, 
Dept. Anatomic Pathology, 
Hospital Clinic, Villarroel 170,
08036 Barcelona, Spain 
(Tel: +34 93 227 5450, 
Fax:+34 93 227 57 17, 
e-mail: acardesa@clinic.ub.es)

head and neck pathology, pulmonary
pathology, and soft tissue tumours
will be open to interested colleagues
with workshops, keynote lectures
and free communications.

Organizer: Prof. G. Bussolati.
Inquire at: ap3unito@virgilio.it
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Important message to all ESP members who want to send
material for publication in the Europath News, which will ap-
pear four times a year (February, May, August, November)
incorporated in Virchows Archiv: the material should be sent
to one of the editors 2 months ahead of time by e-mail:

C.L. Berry@mds.qmw.ac.uk or nagnanti@cc.uoi.gr

Slide seminar in the Internet

Diagnostic histopathology cases presented at the European
School of Pathology courses in Turin are going to be shown
via Internet.

You are kindly invited to visit the site at 
http://www.isi.it/pathology/index.htm.

Working Group of Uropathology
by Gregor Mikuz

Addresses for information:
Gregor Mikuz M.D., FRCPath
(Chairman), 
Institute of Pathology 
University Innsbruck, 
Muellerstrasse 44, 
6020 Innsbruck, Austria 
(gregor.mikuz@uibk.ac.at)

Ferran Algaba M.D.(Vice-chairman),
Fundacion Puigvert, 
C/Cartagena 340–350, 
08025 Barcelona, Spain
(19612itp@comb.es)

Antonio Lopez-Beltran M.D.
(Secretary), 
Unit of Anatomical Pathology, 
Faculty of Medicine, 
14004 Cordoba, Spain
(Em1lobea@uco.es)

Margaret Constance Parkinson BSc,
M.D. (Secretary), 
(HP) Fourth Floor Rockefeller
Building, University Street, 
London WC1E6JJ, UK
(Rmkdhmp@ucl.ac.uk)

Rodolfo Montironi M.D., 
FRCPath (Treasurer), 
Institute of Pathology, 
University of Ancona, 
60020 Torrette / Ancona, Italy
(r.montironi@popcsi.unian.it)

Michael J Mihatsch MD 
(Nephropathology), 
Institute of Pathology, 
University Basel, 4003 Basel, 
Switzerland (Mihatschmj@uhbs.ch)

Working Group 
of Pulmonary Pathology
by Helmut Popper

Addresses for information:
Helmut H. Popper, M.D., 
e-mail: popper@kfunigraz.ac.at,
Fax: +43–316–380–9636) 

532

Working group of Cytopathology
by Fernando Schmitt

Addresses for information:
Prof Fernando Schmitt, IPATIMUP,
Rua Roberto Frias S/N, 
4200 Porto, Portugal
(e-mail: fernando.schmitt
@ipatimup.pt,
Fax: +351–225570799)

Working group of Gynaecology
by Manfred Dietel

Addresses for information:
e-mail: manfred.dietel@charite.de.
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The European Society of Pathology, January 2001

Why become a member of ESP?

The benefits that the membership in the European Society of Pathology offers you are the following:

● Participation in the activities of the following working groups: head and neck pathology, gastrointestinal 
and liver pathology, endocrine pathology, uropathology,gynaecological pathology, pulmonary pathology, 
cytopathology and soft tissue tumours.

● Priority in registering for the annual courses of the European School of Pathology (EscoP) in Turin, Warsaw
and Moscow (with grants or special fees for residents and young pathologists).

● Priority in registering for the annual courses of the EUROCELLPATH: Gent 2001, Berlin 2002 
and Cagliari 2003 (with grants or special fees for residents and young pathologists).

● Reduced registration fees for participating in the European Congresses of Pathology
(Berlin 2001, Ljubljana 2003).

● Reduced registration fees for participating in the “Intercongress Meetings” of the ESP especially devoted 
to the Working Groups of the Society (Turin 2002, Foz de Iguaçu, Brazil 2004).

And, a number of benefits linked to the fact that Virchows Archiv is now the official journal of the European Society
of Pathology

● A subscription to the journal Virchows Archiv at no extra charge – this is automatically sent to every member
every month.

● Access to the journal online within LINK (take a look at http://link.springer.de). If you are already 
a member of ESP but have not yet registered for your free electronic access, you will find the necessary 
form to complete online here too.

● A discount of 20% on most titles published by Springer. To take advantage of this, simply send your order 
directly to the publisher, with details of your membership.

If you have not yet joined the European Society of Pathology, why not do so now?

Simply complete and return the form enclosed. If you are already a member, please wait for our renewal letter 
for 2001.

We look forward to welcoming you as a member in 2001

Yours sincerely,
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M. Sobrinho-Simões
President
European Society of Pathology

U. Van Haelst
Treasurer
European Society of Pathology

G. Klöppel
Managing Editor Virchows Archiv
and Past President
European Society of Pathology

From the Desk of the Treasurer

Also on behalf of our President and
the Executive Committee of the So-
ciety I kindly ask each member who
is in arrear of payment of his/her
membership 2000 to settle his/her
account without further delay. If de-
sired, information about your posi-

tion can be supplied by the treasurer
(see address on the enclosed applica-
tion form for membership).

Optimal collection of the mem-
bership dues will help the Society to
achieve the goals and sponsoring of
activities set for the coming years. 

Thanking you in advance for your
attention to this message and for
your prompt cooperation.

Prof. Dr. U. van Haelst
Treasurer ESP



536


